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PDK International 

Mission Statement 
The purpose of Phi Delta 

Kappa shall be to promote 

quality education, in 

particular publicly supported 

education, as essential to the 

development and 

maintenance of a democratic 

way of life.  This purpose 

shall be accomplished 

through research, service and 

leadership in education. 
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January 25, 2019 - Meet the Stoops Lecturer: 

Dr. Lawrence O.  Picus 
 

 Dr. Lawrence O. Picus is the Richard T. Cooper and Mary 

Catherine Cooper Chair in Public School Administration at 

the USC Rossier School of Education and current Associate 

Dean for Research and Faculty Affairs. He is an expert in the 

area of public financing of schools, equity and adequacy of 

school funding, school business administration, education 

policy, linking school resources to student performance and 

resource allocation in schools. 

 

Dr. Picus is also the past-president of the Association for 

Education Finance and Policy, and is the president of 

EdSource where he has been a member of the board of directors for 14 years.  

 

Before coming to USC, he was a Research Assistant at the Office of 

Intergovernmental Relations in Portland, Oregon; a Study Specialist at Northwest 

Regional Educational Laboratory in Portland, Oregon and Research Consultant 

for the Association of Educational Research in Illinois. He earned a Ph.D. in 

Public Policy Analysis from the RAND graduate school, a M.A. in Social Science 

from the University of Chicago, and a B.A. in Economics from Reed College. 

 

President’s Message – Dr. Edward Robillard 

 Greetings Kappans and Happy Holidays! We started out the 

school year with a beautiful meet and greet event on the elegant 

University Club patio this past October. It was great to chat with 

some long time Kappans who have not recently attended our 

events. It was also great to see four guests in attendance who 

plan on joining our membership ranks at our next dinner.  It 

was a beautiful fall evening of drinks and fellowship. Even the 

unseasonal rain waited to start until we were wrapping up!  

I am super excited about this year’s Stoops lecture in January. 

Our speaker will be Dr. Lawrence O. Picus, Associate Dean of 

Research and Faculty Affairs at the USC Rosier School of Education. He is also the 

Richard T. Cooper and Mary Catherine Cooper Chair in Public Administration and 

Professor of Education Finance and Policy. He is one of the leading school finance 

experts in the country. Anyone who has taken a school finance class probably used his 

textbook.  

As a special treat we are planning a great raffle with all USC themed gifts. All the 

proceeds will go to the PDK Emory Stoops scholarship fund.  You don’t want to miss 

this event. I look forward to seeing all of you on Friday, January 25, 2019. 

http://pdk-usc.net/
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Faculty Advisor - Dr. Brianna Hinga 

Assistant Professor of Clinical Education, USC Rossier School of Education  

Highlighting Educator Wellbeing as  

Work toward Justice 

As PDK Faculty Sponsor and Assistant Professor of Clinical Education at Rossier, I am honored to work with 

many inspiring educators. This work means the world to me, since educators are key agents of justice in our 

society. Including teachers, administrators, counselors, and other roles, the education community is a key to 

facilitating learning and supporting the social and emotional development of students. In my first message as 

faculty sponsor, I would like to highlight the tireless work of educators, often, at a cost to their wellbeing while 

pointing out the role of wellbeing in our work toward justice.  

The responsibilities educators hold comes with a weight that is often unmatched by supports. Accordingly, 

teaching is one of the most stressful occupations (McIntyre, McIntyre, & Francis, 2017). The stress impacts 

educators’ health and wellbeing, burnout, and increasing turnover rate (The Learning Policy Institute, 2018). The 

impacts of stress are experienced intersectionally. Kimberlé Crenshaw (1990) coined the term intersectionality to 

explain how the overlap of social group categorizations including; race, gender, and social class in relation to 

systems of oppression. For example, teachers of color, teachers working in underserved schools, and those at the 

intersections of these categorizations experience a particularly heavy mental health toll. Meanwhile, research 

shows teachers of color are more effective at educating students of color, experience lower retention rates, and are 

underrepresented in the teaching profession (Carver-Thomas, 2018). At the same time, teachers in underserved 

communities are particularly important to addressing the education debt (Ladson-Billings, 2006) owed to 

minoritized students. Supporting teachers’ wellbeing, particularly in underserved communities, is a foundation of 

justice work in our education system. 

This research speaks to a large scale problem that is increasingly being exposed. This exposure has led to an 

emerging field of research investigating means to support educators’ wellbeing. Research focused at the individual 

level shows that sufficient sleep, time in nature, supportive communities, exercise, nutrition, and mindfulness 

support wellbeing (e.g., Bratman, et al., 2015, Meyers & Deiner, 1995; Spiegel, Leproult, & Van Cauter, 1999). As 

research expands our understanding the relationship between self-care and wellness, educators can consider the 

emerging list of self-care options when working on their wellbeing.  Additionally, since self-care looks different for 

each person, as we build inclusive communities to support each other’s wellbeing, finding ways not to “treat others 

as we would like to be treated” but “treating others the way they would like to be treated” as we learn how to 

support the wellbeing of other educators is crucial.  Without minimizing the importance of taking responsibility of 

our own self-care and community care, this individual focus does not address the root of the issue.  Research also 

highlights the need for systematic transformation that will examine structural supports for educator wellbeing, that 

prioritize and promote (rather than hinder) the self-care and community care practices of educators and address 

the toll of our education systems, through an intersectional lens (Ginwright, 2015).  

If you are interested in continuing the conversation, about research, wellbeing, and educating for justice, 

please feel free to contact me. As I grow into my role as PDK Faculty Sponsor, I am looking to identify 

strategic partnerships with our existing members and target new partnerships by growing our chapter’s 

membership and impact as we work to deepen our relationships and support for each other in work toward 

educational justice. Please feel free to contact me directly, to discuss these possibilities: hinga@usc.edu

 
 

mailto:hinga@usc.edu
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October 2018 Meet and Greet 

 
Special thanks to our October 12 PDK- USC Meet and Greet Sponsor, Imagine Learning! Imagine Learning has online curricular 
programs for Language & Literacy, Español & Math. Build core reading, math and Spanish language skills using online, research-based 
curricula. 
 
IMAGINE LANGUAGE & LITERACY: Grades: Pre-K-6 
IMAGINE MATH: Grades: 2–8, Algebra I, and Geometry 
IMAGINE ESPAÑOL: Grades: Pre-K to 2 

 
Imagine LearningContact: 
Chiara Tellini 

Partnership Manager 
Imagine Learning 
626.437.7350 
chiara@imaginelearning.com  
www.imaginelearning.com 

 

 

JOIN PDK OR RENEW TODAY! 

Professional Application: http://bit.ly/2wyJ3Cw 

Student Application: http://bit.ly/2wvDZAN 

 

Please e-mail completed applications to Sandra Garcia, VP of Membership:  sdgarcia28@gmail.com 

 

For the Good of Kappa 

Share your promotions, new positions, celebrations and good news with us!  

E-mail mariapar@usc.edu 

 

Dr. Mary Stevens welcomed her son Jason Alan Stevens in August 2018 

 

Dr. Shannon Soto was promoted to Deputy Superintendent of Oceanside Unifield School District 

 
 

 

Nominations for the 2019-2020 Board 

Would YOU like to serve on the PDK USC Chapter Board or recommend a Chapter member you know 

to serve on the Chapter Board or a Board Committee for 2019 - 2020?  

Please email recommendations to: pdkuscchapter@gmail.com. 

http://bit.ly/2wyJ3Cw
http://bit.ly/2wvDZAN
mailto:sdgarcia28@gmail.com
mailto:mariapar@usc.edu
mailto:pdkuscchapter@gmail.com


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAR OFF 

 PDK-USC Stoops Lecture Dinner– Friday, January 25, 2019 

  

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 

Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

 

PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 
 

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall is closest to the 

USC Royal Street Entrance (formerly Gate 4).  

 

Parking is available for $12 at the Royal Street Parking 

Structure (formerly PSD). 

 

Please complete this form to reserve your space and 

mail with your check to: 

 

Bryanna Brossman, VP Programs & Projects  

40070 Calle Yorba Vista 

 Murrieta, California 92562 

 

Please make checks payable to PDK-USC Chapter 

  
 I wish to pay for the January 25, 2019 dinner only. 
 I wish to pay only for the meetings indicated below at 

$45 x_________ (# of dinners) = $__________ 
 Friday, January 25, 2019 
 Friday, March 8, 2019 
 Friday, May 3, 2019 (Davidson Center, 

Vineyard Room)  
 

 Name:  

 
Guest(s):  

 
Email:  

 
Phone:  

  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 

Please join us for our board meetings: January 29, 2019, March 20, 2019, and May 8, 2019 

The meetings are held at 6:00 pm in the VKC Library.  
 

The PDK-USC Kappan 

Phi Delta Kappa International 

Chapter #0029 

Rossier School of Education 

1150 S. Olive St, Ste 2100 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 
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