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PDK-USC Annual Awards Ceremony 
Please join us at the Friday, May 4th dinner meeting for the Annual Awards 
Ceremony!  Phi Delta Kappa’s mission is to promote quality education by providing 
innovative programs, relevant research, visionary leadership, and dedicated service. 
In support of the mission of PDK and what it stands for, our chapter will present the 
awards below to members who best demonstrate the qualities of research, leadership, 
and service.  

  The Research Award will be awarded to a chapter member who has 
demonstrated an ability to conduct research and publish findings, opinions, 
and recommendations on significant issues in education during the last two 
or three years. 

  The Service Award will be awarded to a chapter member who has 
demonstrated an extremely high level of service and dedication to Phi Delta 
Kappa and public education during the last two years. 

  The Leadership Award will be awarded to a chapter member who has 
demonstrated an extremely high level of leadership and inspiration to others 
in Phi Delta Kappa and public education during the last two years. 

  The Ted Gordon Award will be awarded to an educator who has excelled in 
all aspects of research, service, and leadership and has made significant 
contributions to Phi Delta Kappa and public education. 

 

President’s Message – Joe Oliver 
Greetings Kappans and a pleasant spring to you all! As this 
will be my last President’s message for PDK-USC’s 
newsletter, I am using the opportunity to both reflect on 
the past, present and future. I hope you will indulge me. 
As a Chapter, we have experienced both contraction and a 
bit of re-growth over the last two years. The contraction in 
membership (as I’ve alluded to in the past) is a dragon we 
continue to battle but have yet to slay.  Hopefully our slate 
of new officers will be able to continue to look for solutions 
to increase membership and dinner meeting attendance as 

we move forward. Ideas are percolating and I’m sure you may hear of these soon—
stay tuned! We’ve also experienced growth in the change in number of dinner 
meetings and the renewal of the research-themed meeting in March. I am hopeful 
that the success of this change will continue in the future. As always, it is the input of 
the membership that both drives and anchors what we do as a Chapter. I cannot say 
enough about the need for the Board to hear from membership at large about its 
focus and concentration. Please, communicate with the Board Officers, attend Board 
meetings, speak at dinner meetings, comment on Facebook, tweet on Twitter but, 
please communicate! Continued on Page 3. 
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PDK International 
Mission Statement 
The purpose of Phi Delta 

Kappa is to promote quality 
education, in particular, 

publicly supported education, 
which is essential to the 

development and 
maintenance of a democratic 

way of life.  This purpose 
shall be accomplished 

through research, service, 
and leadership in education. 
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Shared Missions of PDK and 
USC Rossier School of Education 

 Briana Hinga, PhD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Education, USC Rossier School of Education 
 
Hi PDK Community. I am grateful to be considered for the position of Faculty 
Advisor for the USC Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) international. I 
appreciate the mission of our PDK community: to center advocacy for public 
education, a democratic way of life, innovation, research, visionary leadership, 
and dedicated service. I see synergy between our new mission statement at 
Rossier, which is “to prepare leaders to achieve educational equity through 
practice, research and policy. We work to improve learning opportunities and 
outcomes in urban settings and to address disparities that affect historically 
marginalized groups. We teach our students to value and respect the cultural 
context of the communities in which they work and to interrogate the systems 
of power that shape policies and practices. Through innovative thinking and 
research, we strive to solve the most intractable educational problems.” I look 
forward to working with you, in collaboration around our shared missions.  
 
I also name our missions, because the recent process of revising our mission statement, opened space for our 
Rossier community to grapple with questions of alignment between our values, our actions, and our 
responsibilities, as educators within an unjust education system.  I find Gloria Ladson-Billing’s (2006) explanation 
of the education debt (including historical, economic, sociopolitical and moral components of racial inequity 
rooted in the education system) helpful to understanding the problem and my relation to it. This framing calls 
for a shift away from discussing educational inequity as something that can exist without ownership, to the 
acknowledgement that the problem is owned in the form of education debt (Patel, 2015). Patel (2015) calls us to 
foreground questions of what and whom we are answerable to (e.g., whose perspectives are centered; who stands 
to benefit/suffer), as we engage in this work. The achievement debt framing also necessitates a shift in core 
conditions that created the debt rather than simple reforms (Patel, 2015). Accordingly, I look forward to 
envisioning what shifted conditions can look like, in our practice, in our research, and in our relationships with 
each other. I look forward to deepening my relationship with you, to creatively build toward shared visions of 
equity in education, through both the processes and outcomes of our research and practice, and partnering with 
you for an ever-increasing plan to increase membership and passion regarding the mission and vision of Phi 
Delta Kappa (PDK). Please feel free to contact me directly, to discuss these possibilities: hinga@usc.edu.  
 

Board Member Spotlight: Sandra Garcia 
  

  

 

 

 

Our spotlight for this issue focuses on PDK-USC VP Foundations & Webmaster, Sandra Garcia. Sandra was recently 
awarded the Armenian Genocide Education Award. The Armenian National Committee-Western Region 
Education Committee recognized her along with ten educators including the Los Angeles Unified School District 
Interim Superintendent Vivian Ekchian on February 24, 2018 in Burbank, California. As a dual-immersion social 
studies teacher, Sandra’s lessons on the Armenian Genocide were translated and taught in Spanish and English. 
Additionally, Sandra volunteers her time by translating for non-profit organizations that focus on genocide education. 
PDK-USC applauds Sandra’s commitment to public education by making an impact in the classroom and beyond.  
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Continued from Page 1. Appearing on page 2 is a guest article from Briana Hinga, PhD. Assistant Professor of 
Clinical Education at USC-Rossier School of Education. I had the pleasure of speaking with Dr. Hinga after her 
name was recommended to me by our colleague and former Faculty Advisor, Dr. John Pascarella. Dr. Hinga 
impressed me with her ideas and willingness to help our Chapter. With pleasure, I am therefore submitting 
Briana’s name to the Board for ratification of her position as the PDK-USC Faculty Advisor at the April 18th 
meeting. All members are encouraged to attend to hear and be a part of the discussion—please join us. 
In closing, I would be remiss if I did not bring events of late to mind and relate them to our charge of serving 
public education. The recent events in Parkland, Florida have highlighted how students today have found and use 
their voice to communicate what must be done in the areas of treating each other and providing for the safety of all. 
An entire nation of students has used an electronically expanded, world-wide affinity space (as James Gee refers to 
in this month’s Kappan by the way) to comment and give voice with a magnitude not experienced before regarding 
the need for change—kudos to them all and to their teachers! 
 
 I would like to thank all of the advisors and Board members who have served with me for the last two years, it has 
been a tremendous experience. And finally, I would like to thank each and every one of the members of the PDK-
USC Chapter for your membership, leadership, research and service. It has been a pleasure working for all of you! 

 

For the Good of Kappa 
Share your promotions, new positions, celebrations and good news with us!  

E-mail mariapar@usc.edu 

Dan Basalone, PDK-USC Advisor, was granted a three year term at the Urban Renewal Agency for the 
City of Meridian, Idaho. Additionally he is President of the Board for The Station: Meridian Children’s 

Museum and serves on the board of Saint Ignatius School in Meridian which is in its first year of 
operation. 

 
Dr. Edwin D. Follick was recently appointed President of South Baylo University. 

 
Peter Zwerver retired from teaching after forty years of service. 

 
Dr. Ed Robillard, PDK-USC VP of Programs, and his wife Rosa recently celebrated 25 years of marriage. 

 
 

 

JOIN PDK TODAY! 
Stay connected with today's most current research, practice and leadership in education by joining USC's Phi 

Delta Kappa chapter.   
 

This opportunity and experience will not only help you promote higher quality education for your students, but 
will also provide opportunities for networking, educational fellowships, doctoral dissertation awards and 

professional growth.   
 

Help us stay connected and make a difference.  Join PDK today. 
Professional Application: http://bit.ly/2wyJ3Cw 

Student Application: http://bit.ly/2wvDZAN 
 

Please e-mail completed applications to Dr. Bonnie Garcia, VP of Membership: bdgarcia81@gmail.com 
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March 2018 Research Dinner  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Sandra Garcia 

2018-2019 PDK-USC Chapter Board Election  
  

As directed by the PDK USC Chapter Constitution, the Nomination Committee presents the following 
nominees for election by current PDK-USC members at the dinner meeting on Friday, May 4, 2018: 

 
Dr. Todd Barnett President 

Sandra Garcia VP Membership 
Bryanna Brossman VP Programs & Projects 

Dr. Lisa Regan DeRoss Treasurer 
Desiree Ramirez Secretary 
Dr. Maria Parker VP Newsletter 

Sandra Garcia Webmaster 

 

Nominees from Left to Right: VP Newsletter: Dr. Maria Parker, Treasurer: Dr. Lisa DeRoss,  
VP Membership & Webmaster: Sandra Garcia, Secretary: Desiree Ramirez, VP Programs & Projects: Bryanna Brossman,  

President: Dr.	  Todd Barnett 
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Farewell to the 2017-2018 PDK-USC Chapter Board  
 

 

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moments in PDK-USC History 
1922 – PDK USC Chapter ratified 

1955 – Dr. Emery Stoops was first PDK International President from USC 
1981 – First woman PDK USC Chapter President – Joan Loreen Keith 

2017- To date, there have been eighty-nine PDK USC Chapter Presidents 
 

PDK USC Professional Tip – Job Search 
 
Follow the instructions to search and apply for a position on EDJOIN (education job search site) after you create 
a profile. 
 
http://www.edjoin.org 
 

Step 1: Click "Job Search" at the top of the EDJOIN screen.  
Step 2: Use the Keyword Search box to find the position you wish to apply for. Example: if you are 
searching for a science position, type the word science into the Keyword box. Select a state at the bottom 
of the page and click "Search". Please Note: The more criteria you use in your search, the fewer results 
you will see.  
Step 3: Scroll through the listings until you find the one you wish to apply. Click the title of the posting. 
Step 4: The job posting will open. Review the posting and record any information you may need later 
such as Contact Information, Job Description information, Salary, etc.  
Step 5: Record the posting deadline date and time found to the right of the posting just above the "Click 
Here to Apply" link. 
Step 6: Click the “Click Here To Apply” link found to the right of the posting. 

 

Left to Right:  Secretary: Dr. Darius Frelix, Treasurer: Dr. Lisa DeRoss, VP Membership: Dr. Bonnie Garcia, VP Projects: Dr. 
Todd Barnett, VP Foundation & Webmaster: Sandra Garcia, VP Newsletter: Dr. Maria Parker, VP Programs: Dr.	  Ed Robillard, 

President: Joe Oliver 
 



 
	  

	   	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEAR OFF 
 PDK-USC Annual Awards & Board Officer Installation– Friday, May 4, 2018  

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 
Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 

 
 

PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 
 

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall is closest to the 
USC Royal Street Entrance (formerly Gate 4).  

 
Parking is available for $12 at the Royal Street Parking 

Structure (formerly PSD). 
 

Please complete this form to reserve your space and 
mail with your check to: 

 
Dr. Todd Barnett, VP Projects  

3947 La Salle Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90062 

 
Please make checks payable to PDK-USC Chapter 

  
o   I	  wish	  to	  pay	  for	  the	  May	  4th	  Dinner	  Meeting.	  

	  

 Name:  
 

Guest(s):  
 

Email:  
 

Phone:  
  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 

Please join us for our board meeting: April 18, 2018 
The meetings are held at 6:00 pm in the VKC Library.  
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