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Meet the 2016 Stoops Lecturer: Luis J Rodriguez 

The USC Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa 

welcomes as its Stoops Lecturer for 2016, 

Luis J Rodriguez, Mr. Rodriguez is the 

author of 15 books of poetry, fiction and non-

fiction for which he has won numerous 

awards, including the Carl Sandburg 

Literary Award, PEN Oakland Josephine 

Miles Literary Award, Chicago Sun Times 

Book Award, New York Times Notable Book, 

Hispanic Heritage Literature Award and the 

Parent's Choice Prize, among many others.  

 

His best-selling memoir, Always Running, won the Carl Sandburg Literary 

Award and was hailed as a New York Times notable book. Always Running is 

the searing true story of Mr. Rodriguez's life in a Chicano gang and his heroic 

struggle to free himself from its grip. The book has sold hundreds of thousands 

of copies and is on the reading lists of many high schools in California and the 

nation.  Continued on page 2. 

President’s Message – Joe Oliver 

Greetings USC Kappans!  There’s a saying (some call it 

a curse); “May you live in interesting times.” I heard 

this many years ago and remember thinking that I 

hoped I would live in interesting times because the 

alternative would be a banal existence. As we move into 

the latter quarter of 2016 (some of you may be reading 

this in a freshly hatched 2017—happy new year to 

you!), no one would dispute we are not in extremely 

interesting times. We have a new president-elect and a 

host of decisions on other candidates and propositions by the time you open 

these pages.  We’ll be planning for second semester in our schools and will 

soon be looking at state testing, AP exams, then culminations and 

graduations oh my! Throughout all of this and the sea of change a presidential 

election year brings, we will look forward toward facilitating, raising and 

recognizing academic achievement in our public schools. It’s what we do and, 

as you may have noticed in the Annual PDK poll, there are semblances of 

recognizable progress. Continued on page 2.   
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Luis J Rodriguez continued from page 1. In 2014, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti named Luis J 

Rodriguez the Poet Laureate of Los Angeles. His two-year term as Poet Laureate has just come to 

an end. During his tenure, Mr. Rodriguez spoke at over 200 events, sharing his poetry and passion 

with thousands of Angelenos.  

 

Mr. Rodriguez's story of gang life, incarceration, substance abuse, recovery and the beauty of a life 

lived through literature has made a profound impact on the lives of many, including and especially 

teens who have not always seen for themselves a way out of depression, gangs, squalor and despair. 

 

The USC Chapter of PDK is honored to celebrate the achievements of Luis J Rodriguez and to pay 

homage to the indelible impact he has had on the lives of many. 

 

President’s Message continued from page 1. I encourage you, if you have not already, to pick up the 

September issue of Kappan and take a look at the results of the PDK Poll. Take the opportunity to 

engage colleagues and others in the “What do you think this means …?” analysis. What changes 

are trending in a positive way? What do we see needs further addressing? How can we grow from 

this information? I’ve always looked forward to this annual issue. It sums up what we do in public 

education as reflected in the responses of the clients we serve, the public. Therein lies, in my 

opinion, a perfect example of “interesting.” What do you think? 

 

High Expectations, High Support, and Authentic Care 

John Pascarella, Ph.D., Phi Delta Kappa, USC Chapter Faculty Advisor 

In his NY Times Op-Ed, columnist David Leonhardt (4 Nov 2016) writes 

about exceptional charter schools that are making the cut and going largely 

unnoticed by a research community stifled by the dismal results of many 

charters who struggle to raise achievement scores in our highest needs 

urban schools. Leonhardt tells us that these schools are exceptional in their 

use of a “high expectations, high support” model and in producing higher 

results. He cites Angrist, Cohodes, Dynarski, Pathak, and Walters’s (2016) 

recent study of Boston Charters using this model and notes “Boston’s 

charters eliminate between one-third and one-half of the white-black test-

score gap in a single year.” 

 

Of the many factors contributing to “high expectations, high support” models, I am most curious 

about the use of what researcher Angela Valenzuela (1999) describes as “authentic care” by 

teachers working with Black and Latino youth in these high achieving charters.  In her critically 

acclaimed book, Subtractive Schooling: U.S.-Mexican Youth and the Politics of Caring, Valenzuela 

examines the competing definitions of caring in one borderland high school in Southwest Texas in 

which predominantly non-Latino teachers viewed their students as not caring about school while 

their Latino students viewed them as not caring about or for them. In this rich and telling 

ethnography of one school experiencing high incidences of Chicano and Mexican youth drop-out 

rates, Valenzuela discovered that teachers’ attitudes about the manner of dress, talk, and 

deportment by Latino youth in their classrooms generally proved to them that the vast majority of 

Latino youth did not care about school. Continued on page 3. 
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High Expectations continued from page 2. It’s no small coincidence that the “students argue[d] that 

they should be assessed, valued, and engaged as whole people, not as automatons in baggy pants” 

(p. 61).  Valenzuela proceeds to provide in-depth descriptions of teacher caring and the uncaring 

student, according to the teachers’ actions, behaviors, attitudes, and manner of describing their 

students. She contrasts these perspectives with those of individual students who felt little authentic 

connection with their teachers who appeared to only focus on the aesthetics of academic 

responsibility and achievement, or what Valenzuela calls “aesthetic care” over “authentic care” for 

students. 

 

Whatever model of schooling we serve, teachers and school leaders that sacrifice forms, modes, or 

dispositions by teachers of authentic care for their students in order to instantiate “the model” or 

curriculum or prescribed organizational culture should be questioned, challenged, and reimagined. 

We are not in the business of delivering high achievement scores – we are in the business of serving 

the individual person in all of her or his humanity so that she may grow, achieve, and carry on to 

greater goals and purposes she determines with great means of guidance, support and expectations. 

What does high support look like in these charters?  How might we learn more about the authentic 

ways Boston teachers in these exceptional charters achieved these ends through holistic and 

authentic means of caring for their individual students? 

 

Last October, I spent the day at a high achieving charter in Boston, along with colleagues from the 

Boston Teacher Residency teacher preparation program. Like many observations of new teachers, 

I saw various levels of preparation and readiness to teach. I noticed and documented the more 

powerful learning interactions that appeared to unfold and I listened carefully to the kinds of sense-

making individual learners made as they interacted with one another, appeared to stay on task, or 

felt overwhelmed by the task and asked their peers and teachers for support. What I learned in 

discussion with the teachers afterwards was how much they thought they knew about the 

individuals in their class; how much they knew about the individual learning styles, assets, and 

challenges with the subject matter; how they went about leveraging that knowledge to inform their 

instructional decisions, and to what degree they appeared to care for the individuals and their 

learning – caring for the individuals first. How do they create time and opportunities to learn this 

kind of information and use it in powerful and meaningful ways, ways that serve the holistic care 

of the child and the child’s achievement – not one form of caring in place of the other – but one 

influencing and imbuing the other? 

 

As Phi Delta Kappans, we serve many roles – teachers, school counselors, administrators, parent 

ambassadors, district leaders, and researchers. In whatever capacity we serve, we have a unique 

obligation to ensure that the dynamic that unfolds among teachers and learners includes forms of 

authentic care; and that teacher care for the learner and to the learner’s growth and achievement 

is prioritized in the implementation of any curriculum models or set of state content standards. The 

care with which we prepare curriculum, lessons, resources, and assessments and the intentionality 

with which we teach and cultivate powerful learning interactions with our students hinges upon 

our ability to deliberately and methodically learn about the young person making up the student 

in front us; the home, community, cultural, and linguistic funds of knowledge she brings to our 

classroom; and the ways in which we might foster an authentically caring relationship with her 

that provides the cornerstone for whatever academic challenge we place in front of her.   
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Member Spotlight: Ann Robinson 
Ann Robinson received her Masters of Arts in Teaching and Multiple Subject Credential from the 

USC Rossier School of Education in May 2014. She currently teaches second grade at Chaparral Hills 

Elementary School in Moreno Valley while continuing her education in the USC Reading Certificate 

Program.  As a teacher, Ann believes that all children can learn and hopes to instill her love of 

learning by providing her students with a nurturing environment, meaningful dialogue, and 

incorporating the arts into her teaching.   
 

She is an exemplary Kappan who truly works to increase the quality of education for her students 

through the ongoing professional development provided by USC and the PDK-USC Chapter! 
 

 

Honoring Our Long-Time Members 

We thank the following PDK-USC Kappans 

for their many years of loyal membership and 

for their contributions to the chapter! 

 

Name 
Years of 

Membership 

William B. Lee 68 

James H. Dible 64 

Edward Victor Moreno 62 

William T. Smith III 62 

Richard F. Groshong 59 

Gerald Duane Sjule 59 

William G. Weller, Jr 58 

Wendell H. Jones 55 

Edwin D. Follick 53 

John E. Tulley 52 

Carl C. Burk 50 

Walter Carl Magnuson 50 

Marv Marshall 47 

John Strong 47 

James W. Keefe 46 

James T. Bentley 45 

Hans G. Lingens (Past 

President) 

45 

 

Terrence Towner 45 

Frank Tyrrell 45 
 

Women became eligible for membership in 

1974 with our Chapter initiating its first 

women members in January, 1975.  

 

Continuing their membership since their 1975 

initiation are: 

 

 Janice Hope Miller 

 Isabelle Beckwith 

 Virginia Sanborn 

 Bette Alice Caldwell, January 1976 

  

JOIN PDK TODAY! 
Stay connected with today's most current research, 

practice, and leadership in education by joining 

USC's Phi Delta Kappan chapter.   

 

This opportunity and experience will not only help 

you promote higher quality education for your 

students, but will also provide opportunities for 

networking, educational fellowships, doctoral 

dissertation awards, professional liability, as well as 

professional growth.   

 

Help us stay connected and make a difference.  Join 

PDK today. 
 

Professional Application: https://goo.gl/Up8RH4 

Student Application: https://goo.gl/MbHpPT 
 

Please e-mail completed applications to Bonnie Garcia, VP 
of Membership: bdgarcia81@gmail.com 

 

  

Remembering Joan Keith 
 

Joan Keith was among the first 

group of women initiated into 

the PDK-USC Chapter in 1975.  

She was elected as the first 

woman president of our chapter, 

serving from 1981 - 1982.  She 

passed away November 6, 2016 

in Texas and is survived by her 

husband of 35 years, Charles 

Robert Keith, whom she met at 

PDK.  She was a long-time Kappan and had a 

successful career in the field of education as a teacher 

and administrator.  She will truly be missed!   

 

Cards may be sent to her husband, Chuck Keith: 
3720 Williams Drive, #107, Georgetown, TX 78628 

 

  

https://goo.gl/Up8RH4
https://goo.gl/MbHpPT
mailto:bdgarcia81@gmail.com
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The 2016-2017 PDK-USC Chapter Executive Board 

 
Joe Oliver, President 

 
Dr. Bonnie Garcia, Vice 
President, Membership 

 
Dr. Andrea Kittelson, Vice 

President, Programs 

 
Todd Barnett, Vice 
President, Projects 

 
Dr. Darius Frelix, Secretary 

 

 
Dr. Ashley Selva, Treasurer 

 

 
Katie Alvarez,  

Newsletter Editor 

 
Sandra E. Garcia, 

Foundations & Webmaster 
    

 

 

Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board 
 

Would YOU or would you recommend a Chapter 

member you know to serve on the Chapter Board or a 

Board Committee for 2017 - 2018?   Please email 

recommendations to: pdkuscchapter@gmail.com 
 

 
 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Dinner Meetings 
Social Hour at 5:30pm 

Dinner at 6:30pm 
USC University Club 
at King Stoops Hall 

 
January 20, 2017 

March 3, 2017 
May 5, 2017 

 

Board Meetings 
Everyone is welcome. 

6:30pm 
VKC Library 

 
January 11, 2017 

February 22, 2017 
April 26, 2017 

 

 

 

PDK-USC Recognizes 2016 Graduates 
 

Please email the name of anyone you know who will 

complete their doctorate from the Rossier School of 

Education by May so that we can acknowledge them in 

our April/May newsletter.  Please email 

akatiea+pdk@gmail.com.  

mailto:pdkuscchapter@gmail.com
mailto:akatiea+pdk@gmail.com


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TEAR OFF 

 PDK-USC Dinner Meeting – Friday, January 20, 2017  

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 

Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

 

PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 
 

Dinner meetings are held at USC’s University Club at King 

Stoops Hall, adjacent Parking Structure D on Jefferson Blvd., 

just west of Figueroa. 

 

Each individual dinner meeting: $45.00 

* PLEASE NOTE: Parking is NOT included* 

 

Please complete this form to reserve your space at 

PDK-USC’s 2016-2017 Dinner and mail with your 

check, made payable to PDK-USC Chapter, to: 

 

Todd Barnett, VP Projects  

3947 La Salle Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90062 

  
 
 I wish to pay for the January 20th dinner meeting only.  
 

 I wish to pay for the meetings indicated below at  
$45 x _______ (# of dinners) = $________ 

 

 Friday, January 20, 2017 

 Friday, March 3, 2017 

 Friday, May 5, 2017 

 
Name:  

 
Guest(s):  

 
Email:  

 
Phone:  

  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 
   

 

The PDK-USC Kappan 

Phi Delta Kappa International 

Chapter #0029 

Rossier School of Education 

1150 S. Olive St, Ste 2100 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 

 

 

Address Correction 

Requested 


