
Member Spotlight: 

USC-PDK Chapter Remembers 

Peter Nisotis 

Peter Nisotis, PDK member since April 24, 1954, passed away two days after his 95th birthday, August 6th.  He was a 60-year 

member and was the last of the trio who all served as advisors to our chapter in unison for many years after having been officers and 

dedicated USC Kappans.  Together, they were a hardworking group who made a significant impact on our chapter.  Peter, along with

Paul Yokota and Henry "Barney" Barnhart served together as Chapter Advisors for more than twenty years continuing their years of

service to our Chapter that began with their membership. Peter was proud of the fact in his first fifty-five years of membership he 

only missed two meetings, something unaccomplished by any other member. 

He served as the President of the Chapter from 1962 - 1963.  Twice, in 1993 and again in 2009, 

he received the Ted Gordon Award, our Chapter's highest honor awarded for excellence in service.  In 1968 he was awarded 

the Service Key from Phi Delta Kappa International.   

Peter was an upbeat, cheerful, enthusiastic Kappan who was always willing to assist with any task needed.  He counted election 

ballots each year, conducted chapter internal audits and was always available to help out and support the Chapter in any way he 

could.   As Chapter Advisor his input was invaluable and on target.  Peter retired from LAUSD in 1987 after 36 1/2 years spent as 

teacher, administrator, and where he was known as a very much beloved educator. Two of his four children were educators, both of

whom are now retired.  And his daughter, Elizabeth "Liz" Nisotis, was a member of our Chapter prior to her retirement. 

Peter, Paul and Barney, the faithful trio – their shining light has gone out, but they are always to be remembered and emulated.


