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Meet the October 7th Dinner Speaker:  

Dr. Debra Duardo, LACOE Superintendent 
PDK-USC is most pleased to have Dr. Debra Duardo, the newly 
appointed superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education (LACOE), as our first Dinner Speaker of the 2016-17 year. Dr. 
Duardo hails most recently from the Los Angeles Unified School District 
where she was the executive director for Student Health and Human 
Services. She has more than 20 years of professional experience 
working with at-risk students and their families. Her unique life 
experience as a high school dropout and teen mother who was able to 
overcome obstacles and rise to become a top educational leader drives 

her passion to ensure that all students receive the best education possible and are college-prepared 
and career-ready. 

As LAUSD's executive director of Student Health and Human Services, Dr. Duardo was responsible for 
the administrative oversight of support services and district programs, including Student Medical 
Services, School Nursing, School Mental Health, Pupil Services, Dropout Prevention and Recovery, 
Health Education, Community Partners and Medi-Cal programs. 

As LACOE's superintendent, Dr. Duardo oversees both the county office that supports the 80+ school 
districts of Los Angeles County and the 30+ juvenile justice sites that serve, among others, 
incarcerated students, students in residential treatment for substance abuse, students in special 
education and students in transition or in between placements. 

Dr. Duardo holds a master's degree in social work from UCLA and a doctorate from UCLA's Graduate 
School of Education and Information Studies. 

President’s Message – Joe Oliver 

Welcome USC Kappans! As your President for the 2016-17 year I am 

extremely fortunate to be leading a team of great Board members as well 

as having past PDK-USC leaders as advisors! We are looking forward to 

you joining us at our Dinner and Board meetings as we continue into the 

second half of the decade on our mission of research, leadership and 

service in public education. 

During this summer’s Board retreat I asked the members and advisors to 

focus this year on growth in what we do professionally, collegially, 

individually and collectively as a Chapter and as Phi Delta Kappans all. As 

a first brush to that focus we are adding a fourth dinner meeting and bringing back the opportunity 

for us to hear from select students in the Rossier School of Education doctoral program to provide us 

a glimpse into their research and implications toward public education. This meeting will be March 3 

and we hope you will find this reintroduction a welcome addition back into the PDK-USC year. 

In closing, I encourage you to start the year by making plans to attend our October 7 Dinner meeting 

at the University Club. We have an amazing start by being able to host Dr. Debra Duardo, the new 

Los Angeles County Office of Education Superintendent, as our keynote speaker. We welcome Debra 

and are anxious to hear her perspectives as the lead for LA County public education. 

Finally, please check out our Website at pdk-usc.net where we provide copies of current and past 

newsletters as well as information regarding Phi Delta Kappa International and PDK-USC. Enjoy the 

start to the 2016-17 educational year!  
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PDK International 

Mission Statement 
The purpose of Phi Delta 

Kappa shall be to promote 

quality education, in 

particular publicly supported 

education, as essential to the 

development and 

maintenance of a democratic 

way of life.  This purpose 

shall be accomplished 

through research, service and 

leadership in education. 
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Faculty Sponsor’s Message – Dr. John Pascarella III 

Welcome back to a new year and a fresh start for USC Rossier-Phi Delta Kappa International! 
My name is John Pascarella and I serve USC Rossier as Chair of the Master of Arts in Teaching 
Program and Associate Professor of Clinical Education. USC is also my homestead, where I 
serve as the Faculty Fellow in Residence at Marks Tower on the University Park Main Campus.  

Phi Delta Kappa International has a long and vibrant history of connecting educators, top 
leaders, scholars, and school communities in order to grow and connect its constituents, as it 
shares innovative research and best practices to serve their students and profession. USC 
Rossier aligns its mission and strategic plan with the values of this venerable organization and 
it is my privilege to serve as your faculty sponsor.  

USC Rossier’s mission – to transform urban education by leading the search for innovative, 
efficacious, and just solutions by engaging in collaborative translational research; by 
preparing and developing educational leaders who are change agents committed to urban 
education and who possess the competencies needed to address complex educational and social issues; and by creating 
mutually beneficial partnerships to ensure our work is field-based and incorporates a diversity of perspectives and 
experiences – is in part realized through its collaboration and partnership with Phi Delta Kappa. 

We begin this year after a sobering summer of violence involving incidents of mass shootings occurred in Orlando, under 
the guise of homophobia and terrorism, and in Dallas, in retribution against police in reaction to multiple cases of police 
brutality nationwide.  Children have also fallen victim to gun and gang crime related deaths in our poorest urban 
communities, such as in South Chicago where multiple instances of children as young as three were shot and killed this 
summer. In her recent August 12, 2016 article for the NY Times, Susan Dyrnarski, Professor of Education, Public Policy, and 
Economics at the University of Michigan, wrote about the deeply unequal opportunities for students living below the 
poverty threshold, noting, “A closer look reveals that the standard measure of economic disadvantage — whether a child 
is eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch in school — masks the magnitude of the learning gap between the richest and 
poorest children.” UNC Chapel Hill professors Natasha and Gary Bowen (1999) studied the effects of crime and violence in 
neighborhoods and schools on the school behavior and performance of adolescents, noting that “Males, African Americans, 
high school students, school lunch recipients, and urban students tended to report higher exposure to environmental 
danger” and that the effects of this environments “both contributed significantly to the prediction of each school outcome, 
especially attendance and behavior” (Journal of Adolescent Research, 12(3): 319-342). While these crimes are often horrid 
and unthinkable, our students are in fact thinking through them with emotions ranging from apathy to unbridled fear, 
anxiety, emotional strain, and depression as they enter our campuses and classrooms. Some have witnessed these realities 
in their own communities.  

As we work, live, study, teach, and learn in our school communities, here at USC, and in our capacities as Phi Delta Kappans, 
we should be committed as educators to taking responsibility for our awareness of these social issues, especially incidents 
of violence affecting our communities, our students, and ourselves. We should strive to create a safe and non-judgmental 
space where these matters might be discussed openly and our interactions with each other and our students thrive. Provost 
Michael Quick recently welcomed back the USC community in his August 22nd letter, noting, “Our activities, programs, 
classes, workshops, lectures, and everyday interactions are enriched by our acceptance of one another, and we strive to 
learn from each other in an atmosphere of positive engagement and mutual respect.” In this spirit, I believe we have a 
unique social purpose and obligation as Phi Delta Kappans, Trojans, and Educators, to remain vigilant in our knowledge and 
understanding of these social issues affecting our school communities and actively pursue opportunities to engage one 
another and our students in meaningful, personal, and respectful discussion. 

In my capacity as PDK Faculty Sponsor and Chair of the USC Rossier’s Master of Arts in Teaching Program, I hope to work 
with you to identify strategic partnerships with our existing members and target new partnerships by growing our chapter’s 
membership and impact as we work closely to refine and deepen these purposeful relationships. Please feel free to contact 
me directly, any time, to discuss these possibilities: pascarel@usc.edu / 213-740-0159. 

I’m excited to meet you and join our meetings and events in the coming year! Thanks, and Fight On! – John  

  

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/ct-kids-shot-glanton-talk-20160704-column.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/14/upshot/why-american-schools-are-even-more-unequal-than-we-thought.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Feducation&action=click&contentCollection=education&region=rank&module=package&version=highlights&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=sectionfront&_r=0
mailto:pascarel@usc.edu


 
Page 3 

 

Member Spotlight: USC-PDK Chapter Remembers Peter Nisotis 

Peter Nisotis, PDK member since April 24, 1954, passed away two days after his 95th birthday, 
August 6th.  He was a 60-year member and was the last of the trio who all served as advisors 
to our chapter in unison for many years after having been officers and dedicated USC Kappans.  
Together, they were a hardworking group who made a significant impact on our chapter.  
Peter, along with Paul Yokota and Henry "Barney" Barnhart served together as Chapter 
Advisors for more than twenty years continuing their years of service to our Chapter that began 
with their membership. 

Peter was proud of the fact in his first fifty-five years of membership he only missed two 
meetings, something unaccomplished by any other member. 

He served as the President of the Chapter from 1962 - 1963.  Twice, in 1993 and again in 2009, 
he received the Ted Gordon Award, our Chapter's highest honor awarded for excellence in service.  In 1968 he was awarded 
the Service Key from Phi Delta Kappa International.   

Peter was an upbeat, cheerful, enthusiastic Kappan who was always willing to assist with any task needed.  He counted 
election ballots each year, conducted chapter internal audits and was always available to help out and support the Chapter 
in any way he could.   As Chapter Advisor his input was invaluable and on target.  

Peter retired from LAUSD in 1987 after 36 1/2 years spent as teacher, administrator, and where he was known as a very 
much beloved educator. Two of his four children were educators, both of whom are now retired.  And his daughter, 
Elizabeth "Liz" Nisotis, was a member of our Chapter prior to her retirement. 

Peter, Paul and Barney, the faithful trio – their shining light has gone out, but they are always to be remembered and 
emulated. 

 

PDK – USC Chapter Welcomes New Members 
 

It’s a new year fresh with possibilities, including the welcoming of new people 
into PDK. Encourage your peers, colleagues, and staff to consider joining our 

vibrant PDK-USC community.  
 

Please e-mail completed applications to Bonnie Garcia, VP of Membership: 
bdgarcia81@gmail.com 

 

To download an application for Professional Membership, please visit: 

http://goo.gl/EKtsef  
 

To download an application for Student Membership, please visit: 

http://goo.gl/l3gFfn  

 
 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Dinner Meetings 
Social Hour at 5:30pm 

Dinner at 6:30pm 
USC University Club 
at King Stoops Hall 

 
October 7, 2016 
January 20, 2017 

March 3, 2017 
May 5, 2017 

 

Board Meetings 
All are welcome 

6:30pm 
VKC Library 

 
September 12, 2016 

January 11, 2017 
February 22, 2017 

April 26, 2017 
 

 

 

Newsletter Distribution Poll 
 

The Executive Board is considering the possibility of distributing an email 

newsletter instead of, or in addition to, the hard copy mailing.   
 

Please let us know your preference by October 7th via the RSVP tear-off 

located on the next page, or via this link: http://bit.do/pdk-USC 

mailto:bdgarcia81@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/EKtsef
http://goo.gl/l3gFfn
http://bit.do/pdk-USC


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- TEAR OFF ------------------------------------------------------------- 

 PDK-USC Dinner Meeting – Friday, October 7, 2016  

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 

Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 

 

University Club at King Stoops Hall, adjacent Parking 

Structure D on Jefferson Blvd., just west of Figueroa. 

 

Each individual dinner meeting: $45.00 

* PLEASE NOTE: Parking is NOT included* 

 

Purchase ALL FOUR dinner meetings in advance 

for the discounted price of $162. 

 

Please complete this form to reserve your space at 

PDK-USC’s 2016-2017 Dinner and mail with your 

check, made payable to PDK-USC Chapter, to: 

 

Todd Barnett, VP Projects  

3947 La Salle Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90062 

  I wish to pay $162 for all four dinner meetings. 
Payment must be received no later than October 7 (you 
may pay at the dinner meeting on October 7). 
 

 I wish to pay only for the meetings indicated below 
at $45 x _______ (# of dinners) = $________ 

 

 Friday, October 7, 2016 

 Friday, January 20, 2017 

 Friday, March 3, 2017 

 Friday, May 5, 2017 

 
Name:  

 
Guest(s):  

 
Email:  

 
Phone:  

  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 
   

Kindly respond by 

October 7 

Please select your newsletter delivery preferences:  
 Hard Copy Only  

 Email Only 

 Both 

 No Preference 

Or you can complete the poll online at: http://bit.do/pdk-USC 
 

The PDK-USC Kappan 

Phi Delta Kappa International 

Chapter #0029 

Rossier School of Education 

1150 S. Olive St, Ste 2100 

Los Angeles, CA 90015 

 

 

Address Correction 

Requested 

http://bit.do/pdk-USC

