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President’s Message – Dr. Nick Nichols 
 

     Greetings Kappans!  It is my pleasure to welcome you to the New 
Year. For better or worse and hopefully more for the better the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law on Thursday, 
December 10, 2015. The law has a significant focus on reducing or 
extinguishing education inequality.  

 States must identify low-performing schools - both public 
and charter and figure out how to improve them. 

 States must address the common pairing of ineffective teachers with low-
income and/or Black and Latino students. 

 Districts will have some flexibility to divert federal funds to schools with high 
numbers of high-need students.   
     Additionally schools will have expanded grant opportunities to fund resources such as 
music and art education and digital devices for tech-based learning. 
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     A popular narrative is that public education has failed 
America’s children. While there are many elements in our 
public schools that need to be improved and some dramatically 
so, the claim that public education is a failure is a myth. At the 
heart of the criticism of our public schools and the promotion 
of charter schools and vouchers is a desire on the part of 
wealthy individuals and corporations to get their hands on the 
hundreds of billions of dollars that are spent annually on our 
public education.  Joshua Pechthalt will expand upon this topic, 
Which Way Education? in his Stoops Lecture Speech at our 
January PDK dinner.  
 

 
     Pechthalt was elected president of the more than 100,000 member California 
Federation of Teachers (CFT) for the third time in March 2015, after serving six years as 
president of the United Teachers Los Angeles, AFT Local 1021.  Prior to his election as CFT 
President, Pechthalt chaired CFT’s fight for California’s Future Task Force that organized a 
historic 2011 march to shine a light on the states devastating budget cuts to education 
and social services.  He also played a key role in creating the Reclaim California’s Future, a 
coalition of labor and community partners, which created the Millionaires Tax initiative 
which eventually merged with Governor Jerry Brown’s Proposition 30 initiative. Since its 
adoption, Prop 30 has put more than $6 billion a year into public education.   
     Pechthalt earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, and a Master of Arts degree in Latin American Studies from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and taught social studies for 21 years at Manual Arts 
High School.   
     See you at Stoops Lecture at USC University Club at King Stoops Hall for a great evening. 
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ESSA Heightens Concern Over Weakened Teacher 

Preparation Programs for Neediest Students 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Dr. John Pascarella 

USC Rossier School  

of Education 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- TEAR OFF -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PDK-USC Dinner Meeting – USC University Club at King Stoops Hall  

 Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

University Club at King Stoops Hall, adjacent Parking Structure 

D on Jefferson Blvd., just west of Figueroa. 

 

Each individual dinner meeting: $45.00 

* PLEASE NOTE: Parking is NOT included* 

 

 

 

I wish to pay only for the meetings indicated below at $45 x  

_______  (# of dinners) = $________ 

 

 Friday, January 29, 2016          Friday, May 20, 2016        

 

Name and Guests: 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail address: 

__________________________________________________ 

 
Phone 

#_________________________________________________ 

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 

 

 

Please complete this form to reserve your space at 

PDK-USC’s 2015-2016 Dinner and mail with your 

check, made payable to PDK-USC Chapter to:   

 

Sinar Lomeli, VP Projects   

14050 Cherry Ave, Suite R41 

Fontana, CA 92337 

  

     In early December, President Obama signed into law the “Every Student Succeeds Act,” 
which was released to the public just days before it went up for voting in the House and 
Senate, and replaces the 2002 No Child Left Behind Act as the latest version of the 1965 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act – the historic federal legislation that once defined 
federal oversight of K12 education. ESSA accomplishes many new legislative objectives, 
including as the GOP Education & Workforce Committee reports: “replacing No Child Left 
Behind with reforms that reduce the federal role, restore local control, and empower 
parents (http://edworkforce.house.gov/k12education/).  The preparation and passing of 
this bill was a bipartisan effort in Congress and like many education bills preceding its 
ratification, this bill has many problems, especially in its provisions for the preparation,  

training, and recruiting of high quality teachers, principals, or other school leaders (See Title II of the bill, pp. 300-408).  As 
Valerie Strauss of The Washington Post (2015, December 7) wrote: “Provisions in the legislation for the establishment of 
teacher preparation academies are written to primarily support non-traditional, non-university programs such as those 
funded by venture philanthropists, and they lower standards for teacher education programs that prepare teachers for 
high poverty schools.”  
     The provisions Strauss refers to can be found under Section B, subparagraph xii of Title II on pp. 322-323, in which 
Federal funding supports specific types of State activities, including: “Establishing or expanding teacher, principal, or other 
school leader preparation academies, with an amount of the funds described in subparagraph (A) that is not more than 2 
percent of the State’s allotment, if: (I) allowable under State law; (II) the State enables candidates attending a teacher, 
principal, or other school leader preparation academy to be eligible for State financial aid to the same extent as 
participants in other State-approved teacher or principal preparation programs, including alternative certification, 
licensure, or credential programs; and (III) the State enables teachers, principals, or other school leaders who are teaching 
or working while on alternative certificates, licenses, or credentials to teach or work in the State while enrolled in a 
teacher, principal, or other school leader preparation academy.” 
     Another Post article on December 15, cites the basic shift in federal policy regarding teacher preparation allows for 
what teacher education expert Ken Zeichner, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin-Madison, calls: “provisions … 
that relate to teacher preparation academies [that] have been primarily written to support entrepreneurial programs like 
those funded by venture philanthropists. These include fast-track teacher education programs such as Teach For America, 
Relay and TNTP, formerly known as The New Teacher Project, which place individuals in classrooms as teachers of record 
before they complete certification requirements. Typically these classrooms are in schools that serve students in high-
poverty communities. Although there have been some changes in the language communities. Although there have been  
 (Continue reading Dr. Pascarella’s article on page 3)  
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October inductees pictured from left to right: Jennifer Tisdale, Hernan Alvis, Merari Weber, Julie Leroux, 
Angela Constanzo, Linda Qian, Jonathan Campos, Daniela Rubalcava, Lupe Cortez and Sandra Garcia. 

 

 
PDK USC Chapter Announces 

2016-17 Board Candidates 
 

     President:                     Joe Oliver 
     V.P. Membership:       Bonnie Garcia 
                                             and Rohullah “Rob” Nowad 
     V.P. Projects:                Todd Barnett 
     V.P. Programs:             Andrea Kittelson 
     Secretary:                     Darius Frelix 
     Treasurer:                     Ashley Selva 
     Newsletter Editor:       Katie Alvarez 
     Foundations:                Sandra Garcia 
     Web Master:                Sandra Garcia 
 
     PDK members attending the May dinner meeting 
     will have the opportunity to vote. 

 

 
 

   

Phi Delta Kappa USC Chapter Welcomes Its Newest Kappans 

 

 

 

 

  VP of Membership, Sandra Garcia and VP of 
Programs, Brenda Montaine mingle with 
potential PDK students at USC Rossier School of 
Education’s Homecoming Picnic on November 7, 
2015.  Trojans defeated Arizona 38-30. 
  
 

  

     As teachers, school leaders, and teacher educators, we 
should have great concern for how the new education act 
changes expectations and definitions of teacher preparation, 
supporting nontraditional and non-university programs.  
     The preparation and success of new teachers entering the 
profession is a top priority of university-based teacher 
education programs nationwide, especially those charged with 
a mission to produce highly qualified new teachers in the 
classrooms of our nation’s highest needs students – students 
who often make up historically marginalized and 
underrepresented groups in the completion of high school and 
in the subsequent attendance to four-year colleges.  USC 
Rossier takes this charge particularly personally – our teacher 
education programs produce graduates that help our school 
realize its mission to improve learning in urban education 
locally, nationally, and globally.  Applicants pursue admission 
in our degree programs with the basic understanding and 
belief that their investment in obtaining graduate teacher 
preparation at our institution will introduce and reinforce the 
mastery of the pedagogical content knowledge and skills 
necessary to be successful in their first years of teaching.  
Many of our applicants are invested in the basic notion that 
their enrollment at a highly ranked private research institution 
will offer them resources, opportunities, and access to top 
faculty who will provide them with quality instruction and 
learning experiences.  As accredited university-based teacher 
preparation programs continue to increase the requirements 
for admission, the rigor of its curriculum and clinical 
practicums, and the recruitment of highly qualified faculty to 
teach in its programs, the role and ability of university 
programs to prepare highly qualified new teachers will be 
compromised as top applicants consider alternative, less 
rigorous, fast-track pathways to the profession that may 
further widen the achievement gap of the K12 students they 
might serve. 
 

(Dr. Pascarella’s article continued from page 2) some changes in the language since 2011, the provisions still serve to 
reduce standards for teachers prepared through the academies and will widen inequities rather than reduce them.” 

Congratulations to our Faculty Sponsor, Dr. John 

Pascarella who was recently promoted from Assistant to 

Associate Professor of Clinical Education. 
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Address Correction 

Requested 

PDK Members Honor 

Dr. William H. Wright’s 

Life and Service 
 

     Several Kappans joined 200 other 
mourners at Dr. Wright’s services to 
remember his life and active 
participation in our chapter over 
the past 55 years.  Wright was a 
very active and valued member as 
he served on the Board, the Bylaws 
Committee and regularly attended 
PDK dinners.  He will be missed.  His 
survivors include his wife of 69 
years, Marygene. 
 

Dr. William H. Wright, 
Jr.  October 26, 1927 – 
October 11, 2015 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Dinner Meetings, 6:30pm 
Social Hour at 5:30pm 

USC University Club 

at King Stoops Hall 
 

January 29, 2016 

May 20, 2016 

 

Board Meetings, 5:30pm 
VKC Library 

 

January 19, 2016 

May 9, 2016 

 


