
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
USC Rossier School of Education’s Dr. Kaplan 

Centers on Accommodating Diversity 
  

Meet the May 8th Dinner Speaker 
 
Responding to Diversity by Differentiating Curriculum 
and Instruction is Dr.Sandra Kaplan’s area of expertise. 
The term "differentiation" has multiple meanings and 
implications.  Many educators associate the concept of 
differentiation with gifted students and high 
achievers.  In the context of today's educational needs, 
differentiation is applicable to accommodating the 
diversity of the needs, interests and abilities of all 
learners. How does a teacher modify the Common 
Core State and Next Generation Science Standards 
curriculum to address the diverse needs and abilities of 
all students in the classroom without minimizing     
challenging curriculum for all students?  This is the 
basic question that will be answered in the discussion 
about differentiation: the what and the how. 
 

Dr. Kaplan has been Principal Investigators of four projects funded by the Jacob K. Javits 
Gifted and Talented Student Education Act, Department of Education. She has served as 
an international and national consultant for districts, State Departments, and other 
educational agencies to provide professional development in the areas of differentiated 
curriculum and instruction and has written over 40 articles and 10 books related to 
identifying and providing appropriate educational services to gifted students.  
 
Currently, Dr. Kaplan is an active member and past president of the California 
Association for the Gifted and chair of both the Blue Ribbon Committee and Education 
Committee for the Education Committee for the organization to research a non-traditional 
identification instrument to recognize the underrepresented students as gifted.  Dr. 
Kaplan has recognition for her work, receiving awards for Excellence from the Council of 
Exceptional Children, National Association for the Gifted for Service and Achievement 
and Research awards from the California Association for the Gifted. 
 

President’s Message – Dr. Nick Nichols 
 
This year’s theme was “From Tradition to Tomorrow.” Our theme 
certainly became a reality, with our chapter adding more new 
members this year, than any of the recent several years. Also an 
example of education changing shape for Tomorrow, Marcellus 
Antonio McRae sharing, how Teacher Tenure’s effect on children 
is changing the nature of job security in education. Next Eric 
Premack shared with us at the 51st Stoops Lecture, really giving 
an insider’s view of the current role of charter schools in California 
and the nation as well. I am always amazed at the insight, 
wisdom, and resources we find in our former presidents and other 
PDK veterans. We all would be wise to let our chapter advisors 
help us to continue to take the PDK-USC Tradition into Tomorrow.
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PDK International 
Mission Statement 

 
The purpose of Phi Delta Kappa 
shall be to promote quality 
education, in particular publicly 
supported education, as essential to 
the development and maintenance 
of a democratic way of life.  This 
purpose shall be accomplished 
through research, service and 
leadership in education. 
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Teacher Credential Programs Answer NYT Critic 

Last year, Deborah Ball delivered a felicitous keynote at the American Association of Colleges for 
66th Annual Meeting themed with a simple question, “(For what and to whom) should teacher 
preparation hold ourselves accountable?”  To put matters in context, Ball quoted recent and widely 
read critiques of university teacher preparation programs, including, in particular, Bill Keller’s 
(2013, October 20) New York Times editorial, “An Industry of Mediocrity,” in which he claimed such 
programs “have had a cozy, lucrative monopoly” and that it was “about time the leaders of our 
education schools did (sic) feel threatened.”  Ball brought these critiques to light in a large 
conference hall of those representing the very programs Keller had targeted in order to argue, 
“Professionalizing teaching and teacher preparation is our responsibility, not something others 
can—or should—do.”  Ball situated the opportunities and challenges of this responsibility and then 
proposed that the students in the classrooms of first-year teachers and the families of those 
students are to whom we should hold ourselves accountable and that the quality of entry level 
teaching and the ability of our graduates, as first-year teachers, to continue to learn in and from 
practice as well as from the contexts in which they work are for what we should hold ourselves 
accountable.  To the Keller’s readers, these suggestions may appear mundane and obvious.  To 

Ball’s teacher educator colleagues, however, these suggestions should elicit a complex, deeply nuanced understanding of 
teacher preparation and clinical practice that must occur in order for pre-service teachers (PSTs) to be fully prepared for the 
complicated, interactive work of teaching.   
 
In a period in which teacher education programs are quickly adopting online instructional settings and using video-based 
Teacher Performance Assessments (TPAs) due to recent changes to state teacher licensure requirements, new layers of 
complexity have emerged for teacher educators seeking to achieve Ball’s imperative and better prepare PSTs to perform the 
kinds of high leverage teaching practices that are needed to help K-12 learners acquire content knowledge, skills, and academic 
language needed for grade level advancement, academic achievement, and college entry.  Through the design, use, and 
evaluation of class time activities, in particular, that intend to elicit PSTs’ articulation of the knowledge and assumptions 
underlying their everyday instructional decisions during student teaching, the Masters of Arts in Teaching Program at USC 
Rossier introduces PSTs to opportunities to gain knowledge in their initial teaching practices.  Through completing a Guided 
Practice course during student teaching, our program seeks to develop PSTs’ knowledge of their initial teacher practices through 
providing learning opportunities that prompt PSTs to scrutinize their previously held assumptions and notions of what constitutes 
expert teaching and engage them in “joint construction[s] of knowledge through conversation and other forms of collaborative 
analysis and interpretation” (Cochran-Smith & Lytle, 1999, p. 294).  This analysis is varied and likely inconsistent among 
different instructors and subject matter concentrations. However, at a baseline, we have observed that our PSTs improve by 
exploring their own teaching (i.e., with the use of their own teaching videos) that is considered “novice,” with examples of “high 
leverage” or “expert” level practices (i.e., with the use of teaching videos from TeachingChannel.org).  In this way, teacher 
educators in our program might be said to seek to cultivate PSTs’ knowledge in and of PSTs’ initial teaching practices.  
 
As more and more teacher education programs transition to online formats, the basic imperative of teacher educators and the 
fundamental task of teacher education remains the same: we must fully prepare pre-service teachers to serve the students in 
the classrooms of their first-year teaching and the families of those students.  And, that the quality of their entry-level teaching 
and their ability to improve learning outpaces those who have not completed a teacher education program.  All teachers must 
continue to learn in and from practice, as Ball suggested last year, as well as learn from the contexts in which they work – but 
we, as teacher educators, school leaders/professionals, researchers/scholars, and Phi Delta Kappans, should foremost hold 
ourselves accountable to the preparedness of all pre- and in- service teachers with whom we work and develop, and to the 
success of the students and families of those students to whom those teachers serve.  This imperative will be met through 
stronger university-K12 partnerships that flourish through deliberate and active collaborations among university faculty, K12 
faculty, and K12 leadership; greater interest and funding for projects that examine the experiences and interactions that serve 
teacher learning; and a more directed focus on the capacity and development of teacher mentors and teacher learning 
communities to which pre- and in-service teachers are provided with sustainable opportunities to learn to grow in and from 
practice.  As summer approaches, how might we establish a renewed commitment to innovative goals that serve teachers and 
impel PDK’s mission forward?   
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PDK USC Chapter Welcomes New Inductees at January Dinner 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PDK-USC Dinner Meeting – 5/8/15 

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 
Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was great to have Dan and Carmen Basalone 
to join us for the 51st Stoops Lecture. (L-R)  
Carmen Basalone, Lisa Regan, Dan Basalone 
(standing), Adda Serenil, Meg Palisoc, and 
Randy Palisoc. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- TEAR OFF --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Dinner Meeting: $45.00 

 
* PLEASE NOTE: Parking is NOT included* 

 
Mail this form with your check, made payable to PDK-USC: 

 

PDK-USC Chapter 
Sinar Lomeli, VP Projects 

14050 Cherry Ave, Suite R41 
Fontana, CA 92337 

 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

 

Phone #: ________________________________________ 

Guest Name(s): ___________________________________ 

(Standing L-R)  PDK President Dr. Nick Nichols, Lori Morton, Daniel Kim, Vance Nichols, Shelli Ninke, Kimmi 
Buzzard, Jene James, Johanna Trask, Marie Verner, Kishana Sampson and PDK Advisor Dr. Ed Robillard. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Remember to Vote  
 

The 2015 - 2016 PDK USC Chapter Nominations 
Committee has presented the following slate for  
election and installation at the May 8th dinner  
meeting: 
 

PRESIDENT:                     Dr. Nick Nichols 

VP MEMBERBERSHIP:        Sandra Garcia 

VP PROJECTS:                    Sinar Lomeli 
SECRETARY:                       Dr. Juanita Naranjo 

TREASUER:                         Dr. Pat Whitman 

NEWSLETTER:                     Arlene de Anda 

FOUNDATIONS:                   Jessica Santos 
 

           

The PDK-USC Kappan 
Phi Delta Kappa International 

Chapter #0029 
USC Rossier School of 

Education 
WPH 502A 

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0031 
 
 
 

Address Correction 
Requested 

51st Stoops Lecturer 
Eric Premack 

 

(L-R)  PDK President Dr. Nick Nichols,   PDK 
VP Programs Brenda Montaine, and 51st 
Stoops Lecturer Eric Premack.


