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Meet the October 13 Speaker: 

 Dr. Laurie Goodman 

Dr. Laurie Goodman is the Superintendent of Winship Robbins School 
District in Northern California.  Dr. Goodman has worked to transform 
the school districts she has served in, focusing on developing lasting 
processes and promoting a culture of student achievement.   Dr. 
Goodman has been an Adjunct Professor in Educational Leadership and 

Administration at Cal State University, Fresno and she currently teaches and serves as a 
mentor and dissertation chair for Brandman University.   

Dr. Goodman has published several works including Creative Vocabulary: 50 Creative 
Strategies, Strategic Teaching and Learning:  Standards-Based Instruction, and 
Leadership Practices in California Middle Schools: Sustaining Organizational Change 
that Promotes Student Academic Success.  She is a recipient of the Kingsburg 
Elementary School District Administrator of the Year Award, Kings County Teacher of 
the Year Award, and The American Literacy Cooperation Distinguished Educator 
Award.  Dr. Goodman should also be recognized for the dedication and heart with which 
she serves and leads. 

Dr. Goodman holds a Doctorate in Education and has professional affiliations with the 
Center for Leadership Equity and Research, the Association of California School 
Administrators, and the Credential Counselors and Analysts of California.  

President’s Message – Joe Oliver 
	  	  

A hearty 2017-2018 welcome to all USC Kappans! I am grateful 
for the opportunity to lead the chapter for another term and 
hope all of you will join me in making it an even better 
year.  Serving with me on the Board of Directors this year are 
Drs Garcia, Barnett, Robillard, De Ross, Frelix, Parker and Ms. 
Garcia. Each are taking on the individual and collective 
responsibility of continuing our quest for chapter growth through 
leadership, service and research. To that end I ask each of our 
members to join with us in reaching out and taking the 

responsibility to encourage a colleague or two to join (or re-join) our ranks. Membership 
is in dire need of growth and we must take notice to strengthen our chapter. Please, pick 
up or download an application for membership and lend your sponsorship to a colleague. 
If you prefer, encourage potential members to visit www.pdk.net or visiting our website at 
http://pdk-usc.net. Continued on page 3. 
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PDK International 
Mission Statement 
The purpose of Phi Delta 

Kappa shall be to promote 
quality education, in 

particular publicly supported 
education, as essential to the 

development and 
maintenance of a democratic 

way of life.  This purpose 
shall be accomplished 

through research, service and 
leadership in education. 
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Welcome Message 

John Pascarella, Ph.D., Phi Delta Kappa, USC Chapter Faculty Advisor 

Welcome back to a new year and a fresh start for USC Rossier-Phi Delta Kappa 
International! My name is John Pascarella and I serve USC Rossier as Chair of the 
Master of Arts in Teaching Program and Associate Professor of Clinical Education. 
USC is also my homestead, where I serve as the Faculty in Residence at McCarthy 
Honors Residential College in the new USC Village. PDK at USC has a long and 
vibrant history of connecting educators, top leaders, scholars, and school communities 
to grow and connect its constituents as it shares innovative research and best practices 
to serve their students and profession. USC Rossier aligns its mission and strategic 
plan with the values of this venerable organization and it is my privilege to serve as 
your faculty sponsor.  

We begin this year after a sobering summer of violence involving incidents of racist hate crimes at the 
University of Virginia and in its surrounding Charlottesville community. Protests and Confederate statue 
removal efforts in the Southeastern US continue. Members of our MAT community – faculty, staff, and 
candidates – have contacted me to request teaching resources pertaining to these events. What I have told 
them is not simple. We have many resources available to us and one email, phone call, or meeting identifying 
those materials cannot adequately provide you with enough direction or preparation to enact culturally 
responsive and racially inclusive practices in your classes and interactions with our teacher candidates.  

We as an education community must see, hear, and understand these incidents with a critical and reflective 
lens; we should not view these incidents as isolated or absent from the social, political, economic, and racist 
historical context in which we live and do our work as educators; we must confront and situate our own 
racial identity, privilege, status, and authority in and beyond our classrooms; and we must therefore 
instantiate instructional and advising practices that combat racism, white supremacy, socioeconomic 
inequities, and/or deficit mindsets toward students, teachers, and school staff of color so that our graduates 
are better equipped to do the same as they enter the teaching profession.  

As we work, live, study, teach, and learn in our school communities, here at USC, and in our capacities as 
Phi Delta Kappans, we should be committed to taking responsibility for our awareness of these racist events, 
especially those incidents of violence affecting our communities, our students, and ourselves whether they 
occur here or not. We should strive to create a safe and non-judgmental space where these matters might 
be discussed openly and our interactions with each other and our students thrive.  

USC Political Science Professor Ange-Marie Hancock Alfaro told our incoming freshmen at fall 
convocation, “What happened in Charlottesville forces us to recommit to how we humanely engage with 
each other and indeed the world. It forces us to roll up our sleeves and find a strength to embark upon a 
new search for meaning…Civility, passion, diversity, and tolerance can and should co-exist. In fact, we insist 
they do here at USC.” In this spirit, I believe we have a unique social purpose and obligation as Phi Delta 
Kappans, Trojans, and educators, to remain vigilant in our knowledge and understanding of these violent 
racist events affecting our school communities and actively pursue opportunities to engage one another and 
our students in meaningful, personal, and respectful discussion. 

In my capacity as PDK Faculty Sponsor and Chair of USC Rossier’s MAT Program, I hope to work with 
you to identify strategic partnerships with our existing members and spur new ones, such as welcoming 
Professor Shaun Harper from the USC Center for Race and Equity, and by growing our chapter’s 
membership and impact as we work closely together to refine and deepen these purposeful relationships. 
I’m excited to meet you and join our meetings and events in the upcoming year! Thanks, and Fight On!   
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Continued from page 1. As always, we are looking forward to having you join us at the Board meetings and of 
course our dinner meetings. We are putting together a slate of dynamic speakers and are also continuing with 
our research meeting in March. Finally, we will be launching a new section in our newsletter – For the Good of 
Kappa! Here we would like to encourage you to send us information regarding promotions or new positions 
you have undertaken, opportunities your organization may be offering or even suggestions for outreach that our 
Board and membership might take for the good of public education. 

Our first dinner meeting is Friday, October 13. Don’t forget to reserve early (book all four and save)! You’ll be 
glad you did.  

Enjoy the start to the 2017-18 academic year!  

 

Member Spotlight: Dr. Shannon Soto 
Dr. Shannon Soto recently received her doctorate degree from the University of Southern 
California and is a new member to the PDK-USC Chapter. 

She currently works at Oceanside Unified School District as the Associate Superintendent 
of Business Services.  She oversees fiscal services, bond construction, purchasing, 
transportation, maintenance and operations, and nutrition services.  

She began her promising career in public education as a math and accounting teacher. 
With a sense of purpose and a keen insight on organization, she transitioned to 
administration. She worked as an assistant principal, principal, director of fiscal services, 
and in her spare time, she continues to support new administrators as a mentor and 

adjunct professor at National University.  

She is most excited about her new role to support Oceanside schools through a business lens.  

PDK-USC Chapter welcomes you Shannon!  
 

 
	  

 

For the Good of Kappa 
Share your promotions, new positions, celebrations, and good news with us!  

E-mail mariapar@usc.edu 

 
Dr. Lisa De Ross is at Chatsworth High School as an Assistant Principal. 

Dr. Darius Frelix celebrated thirteen years of marriage this summer. 
Dr. Bonnie Garcia recently purchased a home. 

Carly Creley’s co-authored scientific article has been accepted for publication by the Bulletin of 
the Southern California Academy of Sciences. 
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JOIN PDK TODAY! 
Stay connected with today's most current research, practice, and leadership in education by 

joining USC's Phi Delta Kappa chapter.   
 

This opportunity and experience will not only help you promote higher quality education for 
your students, but will also provide opportunities for networking, educational fellowships, 

doctoral dissertation awards, professional liability, as well as professional growth.   
 

Help us stay connected and make a difference.  Join PDK today. 
Professional Application: http://bit.ly/2wyJ3Cw 

Student Application: http://bit.ly/2wvDZAN 
 

Please e-mail completed applications to Dr. Bonnie Garcia, VP of Membership: bdgarcia81@gmail.com 

 
 

May 2017 PDK DINNER  
 

 
 

 
 

 

2017-2018 PDK-USC Chapter Board  
 

 
	  

Left to Right:  Secretary: Dr. Darius Frelix, Treasurer: Dr. Lisa DeRoss, Membership: Dr. Bonnie Garcia, Projects: Dr. Todd Barnett, 
Foundation & Webmaster: Sandra Garcia, Newsletter: Dr. Maria Parker, Programs: Dr.	  Ed Robillard, President: Joe Oliver 

 
	  



 
	  

	   	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

TEAR OFF 

 PDK-USC Dinner Meeting– Friday, October 13, 2017  
USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 

Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

 
PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 

 
USC University Club at King Stoops Hall is closest to the 

USC Royal Street Entrance (formerly Gate 4).  
 

Parking is available for $12 at the Royal Street Parking 
Structure (formerly PSD). 

 
Please complete this form to reserve your space and 

mail with your check to: 
 

Dr. Todd Barnett, VP Projects  
3947 La Salle Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90062 
 

Please make checks payable to PDK-USC Chapter 

 	  
o   I	  wish	  to	  pay	  $162	  for	  all	  four	  dinner	  meetings	  	  

Payment	  must	  be	  received	  no	  later	  than	  October	  13	  
(you	  can	  pay	  at	  the	  dinner	  meeting	  on	  October	  13).	  

o   I	  wish	  to	  pay	  only	  for	  the	  meetings	  indicated	  below	  at	  
$45	  x_________	  (#	  of	  dinners)	  =	  $__________	  

o   Friday,	  October	  13,	  2017	  
o   Friday,	  January	  19,	  2018	  
o   Friday,	  March	  9,	  2018	  
o   Friday,	  May	  4,	  2018	  

	  
 Name:  
 

Guest(s):  
 

Email:  
 

Phone:  
  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 

Please join us for our board meetings: 9/27/17, 1/10/18, 2/21/18, & 4/18/18 
The meetings are held at 6:00 pm in the VKC Library.  
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