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Research Dinner Meeting - Meet the Panelists 
Please join us on Friday, March 3 for the Research Dinner Meeting, an opportunity to hear 
from students in the Rossier School of Education doctoral program about their research 
and implications toward public education.  All panelists are current EdD candidates who 
will graduate this spring: 

 Suzan Wali’s study examines quality of teaching in higher education settings. 

 Sara-Jean Lipmen, examines the power of hegemony in social studies teaching. 

 Tiffany Spellman’s work includes collecting data on teacher collaboration. 

 Ingrid Anderson’s work explores the relationships between mentor teachers and their 
mentees. 

 David Selier’s study examines students with disabilities’ perceptions of whether their 
teachers are providing the supports needed to be successful in their mainstreamed 
classrooms. 

The panel will be moderated by Dr. Julie Slayton, Ph.D., J.D., Professor of Clinical 
Education and Chair of the EdD Program in Educational Leadership. We look forward to 
learning from our peers and we hope you will find the reintroduction of the Research 
Dinner Meeting a welcome addition back into the PDK-USC year!   

President’s Message – Joe Oliver 
Happy New Year! Just like the beginning of a new school year, 
we’re coming back refreshed after the holidays and looking 
ahead to what 2017 will bring. 2016 flew by, and it reminds me 
that time is something we all wish we had more of.  Time is very 
precious to us as educators. As I write this, I’ve just completed 
reading the December-January issue of Kappan where Joan 
Richardson (editor) writes about the need to design our school 
time around teaching and learning instead of bases such as the 
agrarian calendar, politics or business desires. Further in the issue 
we see that principals feel the pressures of time to get the job 
done. The entire issue is hmmm…how should I put this – “timely”? 

While I agree that we are all under time constraints, I also feel we need to find time in our 
regular routines for the things we care about. We need to increase face-to-face 
communication in groups small and large. Texting, e-mail, Tweeting and the like are great 
but they lose the feeling of camaraderie and belonging experienced in group activities. * 
Group activities such as our USC-PDK Dinner and Board meetings (hint!).  

I mention the importance of making time for USC-PDK because our chapter is beginning 
to suffer a substantial contraction in membership. We are one of the oldest chapters of 
PDK and we need to remain strong by increasing membership and participation. Let’s begin 
our membership drive in full force for the New Year and grow in membership and grow 
professionally together as we engage in conversations and activities that support our 
profession. The time is now and, in the words of the great Emery Stoops, “Don’t let your 
colleagues and friends miss out on this wonderful opportunity!” 

So, I’ll close with this request and hope for the New Year: I ask each of you to recruit two 
colleagues to renew membership or become new members. Talk with them, let them know 
the reasons you joined and why you remain a member.   

*Full disclosure, Joe is an educator, instructional technologist and IT Director for a large 
school district in the Los Angeles area.   
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Buckle up, ’Merica, there’s a new sheriff coming to the USDOE 
John Pascarella, Ph.D., Phi Delta Kappa, USC Chapter Faculty Advisor 

Elizabeth “Betsy” DeVos is the daughter of billionaire Edgar Prince, wife of billionaire 

Dick DeVos, alumna of private Christian schools, Republican National 

Committeewoman for Michigan (1992-97), chairwoman of Michigan Republican Party 

(1996-2000; 2003-05), chairwoman of the board of Alliance for School Choice and head 

of the All Children Matter PAC, the political action committee that pools contributions 

(primarily her own) and donates those funds to campaign for or against candidates, ballot 

initiatives, or legislation. A businesswoman, philanthropist, and political power in her 

own right, Ms. DeVos is also President-Elect Donald Trump’s nominee for Secretary of 

Education.  

Proponents of school choice welcome Trump’s nomination of DeVos, who unlike her 

predecessors has zero experience as a teacher, school leader, or student in public 

schools. Her money and influence led to the passage of Michigan’s charter school 

legislation in 1993, and in 2011 she successfully lobbied to eliminate the cap of charter 

schools that was put in place to keep out those failing from opening new schools. Detroit now has more charter 

schools than any other city other than New Orleans, according to the NY Times, with more than 150 schools opening 

and closing since 2009, schools geographically out of reach to the poorest students of the city, and more than 80% 

of these charters are running for profit. According to Fortune Magazine, Trump’s decision reinforces his pledge to 

make school choice an education priority and fulfill his campaign promise to allocate $20Bil in federal spending to 

vouchers for low-income students to attend private or for profit charters.   

American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten reacted to Trump’s nomination, stating “…In 

nominating DeVos, Trump makes it loud and clear that his education policy will focus on privatizing, defunding, 

and destroying public education in America.” NEA President Lily Eskelsen told Fortune Magazine that DeVos’s 

“…efforts over the years have done more to undermine public education than support students.”  

DOE Secretaries Duncan and King under Pres. Obama supported school choice and public not for profit charter 

school organizations. In doing so, they also supported fair and reasonable measures for school achievement 

accountability, and closing failing charters with the same criteria for closing traditional public schools. Secretaries 

Duncan and King were teachers, school leaders, superintendents, and public charter school leaders. Neither were 

billionaires who used their money to influence and bend state and federal legislation to their will. However, perhaps 

the greatest distinction of these administrations’ choices for DOE Secretaries will likely be in their ideological 

approach to federal regulations and oversight.  

Under Obama, we saw greater reaches for common regulations, standards, and funding models that encouraged 

states and local districts to improve accountability and evaluation measures that raise achievement across the nation. 

These measures were often controversial and invited criticism from republicans and democrats alike. Under Trump, 

we will hear the language of deregulation of federal oversight and a re-empowerment of state and local government 

to “regulate its own” school systems, but what we actually see is a greater level of federal influence that mimics what 

DeVos’s track record has already proven and AFT president noted above: the privatization, defunding, and 

destroying public schools.  

$20bil in federal spending could do a lot of good by reinvesting in the public institutions that serve our highest needs 

students. Giving that money to for-profit and private independent schools often not in geographic reach of those 

highest needs students will perpetuate disparities between the rich and the poor leading to further economic, social, 

and racial stratification. As schoolteachers, leaders, and educational specialists serving public schools and the 

profession, we Phi Delta Kappans enter this new political climate and culture increasingly “at risk” in ways that our 

public students will similarly be “at risk.” Our schools are not so much in danger of being reorganized into smaller 

public charters; they are at risk of being shutdown altogether and turned over to majority for profit charters. If Detroit 

is any indication of what’s to come to LA and other major urban public school districts, we’re in for a bumpy ride 

ahead of us, so buckle up…   
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Member Spotlight: Sandra Garcia  

Sandra Garcia is a wife and mother of two who lives in El Monte California.  Sandra possesses 

an Associate of Arts Degree in Business Administration, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Religious Studies with a minor in Psychology from Mount St. Mary’s University, and a Master 

of Arts in Teaching Degree from the University of Southern California. After working for 

more than a decade in the field of business where she held positions in accounting, human 

resources, and quality management, Sandra switched careers two years ago, to fulfill her 

lifelong dream of becoming a teacher.  In this role, she has taught United States history, and 

world history courses (both in English and Spanish) at the junior high level.  She currently 

works for the Glendale Unified School District.  Sandra served as the Vice President of 

Membership and Webmaster for the USC-PDK Board for the year 2015-2016, and she is 

now our current Foundations Representative and Webmaster.  We thank Sandra for her 

dedication and years of service to the PDK-USC Chapter!   

 

 
 

 

JOIN PDK TODAY! 
Stay connected with today's most current research, practice, and leadership in 

education by joining USC's Phi Delta Kappa chapter.   
 

This opportunity and experience will not only help you promote higher quality 

education for your students, but will also provide opportunities for networking, 

educational fellowships, doctoral dissertation awards, professional liability, as well 

as professional growth.   
 

Help us stay connected and make a difference.  Join PDK today. 
Professional Application: https://goo.gl/Up8RH4 

Student Application: https://goo.gl/MbHpPT 
 

Please e-mail completed applications to Bonnie Garcia, VP of Membership: bdgarcia81@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board 
 

Would YOU or would you recommend a Chapter 

member you know to serve on the Chapter Board or a 

Board Committee for 2017 - 2018?   Please email 

recommendations to: pdkuscchapter@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Dinner Meetings 
Social Hour at 5:30pm 

Dinner at 6:30pm 
USC University Club 
at King Stoops Hall 

 

March 3, 2017 
May 5, 2017 

 

Board Meetings 
Everyone is welcome. 

6:30pm 
VKC Library 

 

February 22, 2017 
April 26, 2017 

 
 

PDK-USC Recognizes Graduates 
 

Please email the name of anyone you know who will 

complete their doctorate from the Rossier School of 

Education by May 2017 so that we can acknowledge 

them in our final newsletter of the year.  Please email 

akatiea+pdk@gmail.com by March 3, 2017. 
 

https://goo.gl/Up8RH4
https://goo.gl/MbHpPT
mailto:bdgarcia81@gmail.com
mailto:pdkuscchapter@gmail.com
mailto:akatiea+pdk@gmail.com


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TEAR OFF 

 PDK-USC Dinner Meeting – Friday, March 3, 2017  

USC University Club at King Stoops Hall 

Social Hour at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 
 

 

PDK-USC Dinner Meetings 
 

Dinner meetings are held at USC’s University Club at King 

Stoops Hall, adjacent Parking Structure D on Jefferson Blvd., 

just west of Figueroa. 

 

Each individual dinner meeting: $45.00 

* PLEASE NOTE: Parking is NOT included* 

 

Please complete this form to reserve your space at 

PDK-USC’s 2016-2017 Dinner and mail with your 

check, made payable to PDK-USC Chapter, to: 

 

Todd Barnett, VP Projects  

3947 La Salle Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90062 

  
 
 I wish to pay for the March 3rd dinner meeting only.  
 

 I wish to pay for the meetings indicated below at  
$45 x _______ (# of dinners) = $________ 

 

 Friday, March 3, 2017 

 Friday, May 5, 2017 

 
Name:  

 
Guest(s):  

 
Email:  

 
Phone:  

  

Sorry, all payments are non-refundable. 
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